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A. Reading Comprehension                                                                     (20 marks)  

Read the following passage carefully. 

A Team for Trisha  

Section A:  

Trisha, a shy and well-behaved girl, was in year 5 in  
Ms Kelly’s class. But it was time for their weekly Physical 
Education lesson with Mr Truman in the school gym. 
(Paragraph 1) 

She was watching as all her classmates were divided into two teams for today’s 
lesson on basketball. Mr Truman had named Amber and Jesse the two team 
captains, and they were choosing their teammates. They were choosing the best 
athletes and that meant Trisha was left last. “Trish, you’re with me,” Amber said, 
sounding disappointed. (Paragraph 2) 

Trisha became red in the face. She was so embarrassed! Everyone was looking at 
her. She lowered her head and joined her team on the court. If only her classmates 
knew that she was good at basketball. At home, her older brother had taught her 
how to make a free throw, but Trisha was sure no one in her class would give her 
a chance to show them. (Paragraph 3) 

Answer the following questions from Section A. 

A. Tick (✓) to show whether each sentence is TRUE or FALSE:                   (2marks) 
                                      

  TRUE FALSE 

a. Trisha did not mind being chosen last.   

b. Mr Truman taught English.    
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B. Underline the correct answer.                                                                  (2 marks) 
 

1. Trisha was chosen last because (she wasn’t any good, she was weak,  
her friends didn’t know she was good).  
 

    2. She learned how to play basketball (at school, at the gym, at home).  

 

C. Answer the following questions from the text:                                        (6 marks) 

1. Where does this story take place? 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Who were the team captains?  

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________  

 

3. How did Amber feel when she picked Trish to be on her team? Why? 

____________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________  
 

4. Find another word from the passage that means the same as 
i) leaders: _________________ (paragraph 2) 
ii) humiliated: _________________ (paragraph 3) 
iii) opportunity: _________________ (paragraph 3) 
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Section B:  

Once everyone was in position, Mr Truman blew his 
whistle to start the game. Jesse’s team was very 
aggressive. They covered all the players on Amber’s team, 
except for Trisha. The girl who was supposed to cover 
Trisha was busy blocking Amber from passing the ball. 
Trisha moved across the court and met Amber’s eyes. 
(Paragraph 4) 

She reached her hands out to show Amber that she was available to catch the ball. 
Amber ignored Trisha and turned and looked for someone else to throw the ball 
to, but everyone was covered. Trisha’s heart sank and she could feel the prick of 
tears behind her eyelids.  Trisha lowered her arms, thinking Amber was going to 
throw the ball to someone else. (Paragraph 5) 

But Amber passed her the ball, bouncing it under the arms of the two girls blocking 
her. Trisha caught the ball and stared at it, still in shock that Amber had passed it 
to her. (Paragraph 6) 

“Shoot Trish!” Amber yelled. Trisha squared her feet and lined up her shot. She 
threw the ball and watched as it bounced off the backboard and fell through the 
net. “Yes!” Trisha yelled! (Paragraph 7) 

Trisha’s teammates cheered. “Great shot!” Amber said, walking 
over to Trisha. “Thanks,” Trisha said. “My brother taught me how 
to play. We shoot baskets almost every night at home.” “You should 
come out and play with our team,” Amber said. “My friends and I 
play in a league at the park every Saturday.” (Paragraph 8)  

Trisha thought about that. She thought playing basketball with the other girls 
would be fun. “I think I will,” Trisha said with a smile. (Paragraph 9) 

Adapted from ‘A Team for Trish’ by Kelly Hashway 
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Answer the following questions from Section B. 

A. Tick ( ✓) to show whether each sentence is TRUE or FALSE:              (2 marks) 
 

 TRUE FALSE 
a. Trisha thought that Amber would not throw her the 

ball. 
  

b. Finally, Amber realised that she did not treat Trisha 
well. 

  

  

B. Answer the following questions from the text.                                       (4 marks) 
 

1. Why could Trisha reach the ball?                        

     __________________________________________________________ 

2. How did Trisha feel when she caught the ball?  

__________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________  

3. Who taught Trisha how to play basketball well? And when? 

_________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________ 

4. Why did Trisha feel like crying? 

     __________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 
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Answer from both Section A and Section B.                                                 (4 marks) 

A. Answer the following questions 
 
1. How many times did Trisha’s class have P.E lessons? 

__________________________________________________________ 

     __________________________________________________________ 

2. In the story Mr Truman assigned captains to choose teams. When Trisha 
was chosen last, how do you think she felt? 

__________________________________________________________ 

     __________________________________________________________ 

3. Describe another way Mr Truman might have divided the class into teams 
so that the last people chosen would not have felt disappointed. 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 
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C. Language Tasks                                                                                         

1. Complete the following text as necessary.  

The first one has been done for you as an example.                                    (5 marks) 

 

Moving house 

I come from a very large family and recently my parents    decided     (DECIDE) 

that they had spent long enough living in an overcrowded house in Birmingham. 

“We ___________________________ (MOVE) to the country”, my father 

___________________ (SAY) one evening. “I already 

______________________ (SELL) this house to another family!” 

So last week we ______________________ (LOAD) all our belongings into 

two hired vans, and so now we ________________________ (TRY) to 

organise ourselves in our new home.  
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2.  Fill in the blanks with words from the box below. One word will be left out. 
The first one has been done for you.                                                    (5 marks) 

 

 

Many  people  who  are  looking  to  get  a  pet  dog  get  a  puppy. 

There are many __________ why people get puppies.  After all, 

puppies are friendly, and playful.  

 
When you get a puppy, you have to teach it how to __________.  You have  to 

train the  puppy  not  to  jump  up  on  your  guests  or __________ on your shoes. 

You have to __________ the puppy to walk on a __________. This is a lot of 

work.  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

teach behave looking energy 

chew reasons leash  
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D. Written Tasks                                                                                           (10 marks) 

Imagine that you are on holiday. In not more than 50 words, write a postcard to 
your family telling them about your holiday. 

You need to:  

 Write your family’s address. (There is no need to write your real address). 

 Write about what you saw and did whilst on holiday.  
 

 

 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

(Address) 



San Ġorġ Preca College, Half Yearly Exams 2017, English Yr 5                             Page 10 of 12 

2. Composition                                                                                               (20 marks) 

In not less than 120 words write a composition on one of the following: 
a) My trip in a time machine. 
How did you find the time machine? When was it? Where did you go? What did you 
do? Whom did you meet? What happened? Did you enjoy yourself? 
 
b) Write a letter to your aunt who lives in America. In this letter you need to tell 
her about this year’s village feast.  
When was it? What did you do? With whom did you go? Whom did you meet? Did 
anything interesting happen? How did you feel?  
 
c) As Ben walked past the old, empty house, he heard strange noises coming from 
inside. He stopped and tried to look inside one of the windows… Continue this story 
 
d) Picture Composition 
Look carefully at the pictures below and write a story about the pictures. Conclude 
the story with a suitable ending. You can use the following words to help you: 
 
   out for a walk, robber, panic, disappointed, police station, poster 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

1 2 3 4 

What 
happened 

next? 
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Title Number _________ 

Use this space to plan your writing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________
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____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________ 

 

End of paper 

 


